[Occurrence of anti-Mycobacterium antibodies detected by the indirect immunofluorescence method in patients with pulmonary tuberculosis and in healthy controls].
Due to an unfavorable epidemiological situation in tuberculosis in Poland and diagnostical difficulties the authors suggest the need to enlarge the diagnostical tests used in detecting M. tuberculosis with modern immunological methods. In this study we analysed serum of patients with pulmonary tuberculosis determining with the indirect immunofluorescence method the levels of specific antibodies of the IgG class directed against Mycobacteria. The heat attenuated H37Rv strain was used as a standard. Significantly higher levels of antibodies were seen in patients with tuberculosis in comparison with control. These preliminary results suggest diagnostic utility of antimycobacterial antibodies assessed with immunofluorescence in diagnosing infections and suggest the possible comparability with the ELISA method.